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PURPOSE 

This  decision  statement  presents  the  final  recommendation  concerning  the 
leasing  of  80  acres  of  federal  coal  in  Burke  County,  North  Dakota. 

W^NE^a,  Section  14,  T162N,  R94W,  5th  P.M. 

The  federal  coal  applied  for  by  Baukol-Noonan  Coal  Company  was  determined 
to  meet  existing  short  term  leasing  criteria,  the  Dickinson  District 
Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  initiated  a  Land  Use  Analysis 
(LUA) .   The  LUA  is  the  planning  and  analytical  process  used  to  make  the 
decision  on  whether  or  not  to  lease  this  particular  tract  of  coal. 

This  decision  statement  is  the  final  step  in  the  process  and  supplements 
the  Land  Use  Analysis  document  that  was  prepared  and  issued  in  February 
1978.   That  document  is  titled  Land  Use  Analysis/Environmental  Assessment 
Record/Technical  Examination  -  Baukol-Noonan  Coal  Lease  Application. 
Those  persons  having  received  the  original  document  will  have  this 
supplement  mailed  to  them. 

In  this  supplement  are  the  final  leasing  recommendation  with  decision 
criteria,  a  discussion  of  public  input,  and  a  declaration  statement  as 
to  whether  or  not  an  environmental  impact  statement  is  required.   The 
final  recommendation  is  being  made  following  analysis  of  public  comment 
received  from  its  review  of  the  land  use  analysis  and  the  initial 
recommendation  for  leasing. 
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PUBLIC  REVIEW,  COMMENTS,  AND  ANALYSIS 

The  Baukol-Noonan  Land  Use  Analysis  document  was  prepared  and  printed  in 
February  1978.   The  document  was  distributed  with  an  interest  and 
comment  solicitation  letter  to  43  governmental  agencies  and  potentially 
interested  parties.   Copies  were  also  supplied  to  newspapers,  television 
stations,  and  the  North  Dakota  State  Clearinghouse.   A  comment  period  of 
approximately  30  days  (through  March  24,  1978)  was  allotted  for  public 
response. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  on  Monday,  March  6,  1978  at  Noonan ,  North 
Dakota.   The  purpose  of  this  meeting  was  to  discuss  the  proposal  and 
analysis  contained  in  the  document.   One  month  later  on  Thursday,  April 
6,  1978,  a  public  hearing  was  held  in  Columbus,  North  Dakota  to  discuss 
the  method  of  mining  to  be  used  in  order  to  obtain  the  maximum  economic 
recovery  and  the  expected  impacts  on  the  immediate  area  and  the  sur- 
rounding community. 

Comments  and  responses  to  our  mailing  were  received  from  five  entities 
for  a  response  rate  of  approximately  12  percent.   The  public  meeting  was 
attended  by  12  interested  citizens,  while  the  public  hearing  attracted 
four. 

The  concerns  expressed  at  both  the  public  meeting  and  the  hearing  and 
comments  received  in  response  to  our  mailing  were  in  the  form  of  suggestions 
for  obtaining  maximum  benefits  from  reclamation.   No  objections  to 
mining  of  the  coal  were  received. 

These  suggestions  will  be  considered  in  evaluating  the  formal  reclamation 
and  mining  plans  to  be  submitted  by  the  coal  company  prior  to  mining. 
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One  error  was  pointed  out.  On  page  1-7  the  figure  1.6  years  is  given  as 
the  length  of  time  mining  will  continue  on  the  proposed  lease  area.  The 
correct  figure  is  1.2  years. 


FINAL  LEASING  RECOMMENDATION 

It  is  recommended  that  the  80-acre  tract  of  federal  coal  in  W^NE^j , 
Section  14,  T162N,  R94W,  5th  P.M.  be  offered  for  lease  under  competitive 
bidding. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  reclamation  shall  be  directed  at  returning 
the  land  to  a  form  of  wildlife  habitat  including  development  of  a  pond 
and  establishment  of  vegetative  species  valuable  to  wildlife. 


DECISION  CRITERIA 

1.  Development  of  this  coal  will  contribute  to  meeting  the  energy 
needs  of  the  State  of  North  Dakota  and  the  Nation  as  a  whole. 

2.  Beneficial  use  will  be  made  of  the  coal. 

3.  The  coal  is  required  to  support  the  continuation  of  a  long  estab- 
lished industry. 

4.  The  applicant  meets  the  legal  requirement  for  leasing. 

5.  If  not  mined  at  this  time,  the  federal  coal  will  never  be  mined  due 
to  ecomonic  considerations.   This  resource  would  then  be  lost. 
This  is  considered  a  by-pass  situation. 

6.  Development  of  the  coal  will  not  adversely  affect  the  social  and 
economic  situation  of  the  local  area. 

7.  There  are  beneficial  economic  impacts  through  the  collection  of 
taxes  rentals,  and  royalties.   These  benefits  are  at  local,  state, 
and  federal  levels. 
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8.  The  area  was  found  to  be  suitable  for  mining.   No  factors  could  be 
identified  that  would  make  it  "unsuitable." 

a.  Reclamation  can  be  accomplished.   However,  it  is  recoqnized 
that  a  good  reclamation  plan  must  be  developed  and  implemented 
for  complete  success. 

b.  Most  adverse  impacts  to  the  physical  resources  will  be  of 
short  term  and  mitigated  over  time. 

c.  Irreversible  impacts  are  not  significant. 

9.  The  area  presently  has  low  vegetative  productivity  and  potential 
and  has  a  very  low  intensity  of  use. 

10.  The  surface  is  owned  by  the  coal  company  applying  for  the  lease. 

11.  There  has  been  no  significant  objection  by  the  public  to  leasing 
this  coal. 

12.  The  recommendation  to  return  the  land  to  wildlife  habitat  is 
primarily  based  on  the  surface  owners  desire  to  do  so.   Also 
however,  the  site  potential  is  too  low  for  agricultural  purposes. 
There  are  no  other  present  or  forseeable  demands  on  the  lands. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT  DECLARATION 

It  was  found  that  the  size  of  this  action  is  not  significant;  the  social, 
ecomonic,  and  physical  resource  impacts  are  not  significant;  and  public 
controversy  is  not  significant.   Therefore,  it  is  recommended  that  an 
environmental  impact  statement  as  described  in  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  of  1969  not  be  made. 


-4- 


0 
■n 
•n 

O 

> 
r 
a 

c 

0> 

z 
m 
(A 


D 
(-• 
O 

3 
w 
O 

D 


a 

o 

X* 

►a  w 
•  0 
o  3 


5 

c 
o 


a 

O    (0 

zx  ft 

O         "1 
(_.  p. 

to  n 

ui  to  (+ 

oo  vo 

<*        O 

O  H» 

H*  H> 

H- 

O 


o 

■   > 

I 

m 

z 

H 

0 

■n 

-i 
x 
m 

z 


c 
z 

H 

m 

a 

0) 

H 
> 
H 

m 


ni  pi 

7 


> 
Z 

m 
o 

c 
> 
r 

o 

3 

21 

H 
C 
Z 

3 

in 

X 

5 

in 


!! 


> 

0 
m 

> 
z 
o 

a 

B 

a 

0 

a 


